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course even more numerous. And these men, the itinerant workers, the western hoboes (not from choice, 'but from the force of economic circumstances and as a result of unfortunate environment) continue their country-wide pilgrimage, carriers of chronic venereal infections, bringing their loathsome diseases to the farms in the remotest country districts, to the mines, fisheries, lumber camps and nearly every other field that holds a promise of a few weeks or months of employment. And besides the physical morbidities in this class, there is a wide prevalence of perversions and other evidences of moral degeneracy, resulting from the abnormal sex life.
The late Professor Carleton H. Parker, who made a special study of conditions among this class of labourers, gave the following illuminating sidelight on their lives, in an article entitled "The California Casual and His Bevolt" (Quarterly Journal of Economics, November, 1915):
"A California State official of long technical experience, whose duties bring him in direct contact with the young vagrant, believes that